Interesting Facts about the Channel Islands - NWR
Certainly, here are some interesting and lesser-known facts about the Channel Islands that many people may not be aware of:

1. They Are Not Part of the United Kingdom
Despite their close ties to the UK, the Channel Islands (including Jersey, Guernsey, Sark, Alderney, and others) are not part of the United Kingdom. They are British Crown Dependencies, which means they are self-governing possessions of the British Crown with their own legal and political systems.

2.  The legal systems of Jersey and Guernsey are primarily based on Norman customary law, a system rooted in the legal traditions of the Duchy of Normandy. While both islands have incorporated elements of English common law and statute law over time, their foundations remain firmly grounded in Norman customary law
(Customary Law is practices and beliefs that are so vital and intrinsic a part of a social and economic system, that they are treated as laws)

3.They Have Their Own Parliaments and Laws
Both Jersey and Guernsey have their own parliaments – the States Assembly (Jersey) and the States of Deliberation (Guernsey). They pass their own laws, manage their own public services, and have independent tax regimes.

4. French Influence Remains Strong
Although English is widely spoken, the islands retain strong Norman-French cultural roots. For example:
· Jersey has a traditional language called Jèrriais  (Jerry-ais)
· Guernsey has Guernésiais  (Gernais- ee-ais)
Street names, legal terms, and place names often reflect this heritage.

5. They Were the Only Part of the British Isles Occupied by Nazi Germany
During World War II, the Channel Islands were the only part of the British Isles to be occupied by German forces (from 1940 to 1945). Many remnants of the occupation, including bunkers and tunnels, still exist.

5. Sark Only Abolished Feudalism in 2008
The tiny island of Sark was considered the last feudal state in Europe. It operated under a feudal system until reforms in 2008 brought in a democratic structure.

6. They Have Their Own Passports and Currencies
Residents of the Channel Islands may have British passports that reference the island of issue (e.g., "British Citizen – Jersey"). They also issue their own versions of the British pound, which are legal tender locally but not always accepted in the UK.

7. Alderney Has Its Own Internet Country Code
The island of Alderney has a country code top-level domain: .gg, which is technically for Guernsey but is also popular in global gaming communities ("gg" meaning "good game").

8. They Have Some of the World’s Largest Tidal Ranges
The islands, particularly Jersey, experience some of the largest tidal ranges in the world, with swings of up to 12 metres. At low tide, it is possible to walk out over extensive seabeds that are submerged hours later.

9. A Haven for Rare Wildlife
The islands are a sanctuary for unique flora and fauna, including:
· Red squirrels (especially in Jersey)
· A variety of seabirds and marine life
· Some rare and endangered plants, thanks to the islands' mild microclimates

10. Their Tax Systems Attract Wealthy Residents
The islands are known for their low-tax environments, which has made them attractive to wealthy individuals and financial services. However, they maintain strong regulatory standards and have worked to improve transparency in recent years.

